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THE  REPORT 


OF  THE  * 

COMMITTEE  OF  VISITORS 

OF  THE 

PARKSIDE  LUNATIC  ASYLUM, 

For  the  Year  ending  31st  March,  1905. 


1  he  Committee  of  Visitors  of  the  Cheshire  County 
Lunatic  Asylum  at  Parkside,  Macclesfield,  beg  to  present 
to  the  County  Council  their  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ending  31st  March,  1905. 

On  the  31st  December  1903,  there  were  in  the  Asylum, 
817  patients;  during  the  year  ending  31st  December  last, 
there  have  been  193  admissions,  viz  179  Cheshire 
Patients,  and  14  Private  Patients  ;  there  have  been  during 
the  same  period  85  deaths  and  81  discharges,  of  whom 
54  were  discharged  recovered. 


^  here  were,  therefore,  on  the  31st  December  last, 
remaining  on  the  Rooks  of  the  Asylum,  844  patients, 
viz.  : — 402  males  and  442  females  ;  of  these  806  are  Pauper 
Patients,  and  38  are  Patients  of  the  Private  Class. 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures  that  there  were 
27  more  patients  in  the  Asylum  on  the  31st  December  last, 
than  on  the  31st  December  1903.  Of  these  27,  24  were 
males  and  the  remaining  3  females.  The  number  for  whom 
accommodation  is  provided,  is  806,  viz.  : — 378  males  and 
428  females,  so  that  the  numbers  uetnully  in  the  A syhn 
on  the  31st  December  last,  exceeded  the  accommodatioi 
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by  24  males  and  14  females — total  38 — and,  in  addition , 
there  were,  on  the  same  date,  in  the  Upton  Asylum  60 
patients,  viz.  : — 14  men  and  46  women,  who  belong  to 
this  side  of  the  County,  thus  making  the  total  excess 
over  the  Asylum  accommodation  on  the  31st  December 
last  98,  viz.  : — 38  men  and  60  women. 

The  building  of  the  new  “  Infirmary  Annexe  ”  referred 
to  in  the  last  Report  is  now  nearly  completed.  The 
Contractors  for  the  Building,  Messrs.  W.  A.  Peters  &  Sons 
of  Crossfield,  Rochdale,  anticipate  that  it  will  be  completed 
by  or  before  the  date  fixed  in  the  Contract,  namely  the 
30th  of  June  next.  The  external  portion  of  the  Building 
is  now  practically  finished,  and  the  portion  of  the  Contract 
which  still  remains  to  be  done,  consists  principally  of  in¬ 
terior  work,  such  as  laying  the  floors,  plastering  the  walls, 
painting  the  woodwork  and  completing  the  sanitary 
fittings.  The  Building  is  a  handsome  and  imposing 
structure,  and  when  finished,  will  add  greatly  to  the 
architectural  appearance  of  the  Asylum. 

The  Committee  have,  during  the  past  year,  had  to 
consider  what  was  the  best  mode  of  Lighting  the  Annexe, 
and  they  asked  the  County  Architect  to  prepare  a  Scheme 
for  the  Electric  Lighting  thereof  in  conjunction  with 
Messrs.  Lacey,  Sillar  &  Leigh  of  Manchester,  Electrical 
Engineers,  whose  firm  were  employed  as  experts  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  Electric  Lighting  of  the  Upton  Asylum 
some  years  since.  This  Scheme  was  carefully  considered 
by  the  Building  Sub-Committee  on  the  20th  May,  1904, 
and  was  adopted  by  the  Committee  on  the  22nd  June 
following.  Two  separate  tenders  were  advertised  for> 
namely,  one  for  the  Electrical  “  Plant  ”  and  one  for  the 
“  Wiring  and  Fittings.”  For  the  “  Plant  ”  no  less  than 
61  tenders  were  received,  and  after  carefully  considering 
the  same,  the  Committee  accepted  the  tender  of  Messrs. 
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J.  H.  Holmes  &  Co.,  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  with  Engines 
by  Beiliss  &  Morcom,  Ltd.,  making  500  revolutions  per 
minute.  For  the  “  Wiring  and  Fittings  ”  47  tenders 
were  received,  and  after  careful  consideration,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  accepted  the  tender  of  Messrs.  D.  Firth  &  Son  of 
Manchester  and  Hyde,  with  Switchboards  by  Veritys, 
Ltd.,  and  Fire  Proof  Cables. 


The  Committee  have  also,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  County  Architect,  had  the  existing  Engine  House  in 
the  Workshops  Block  reconstructed  and  enlarged,  and  a 
new  Dynamo  House  built  for  the  Electrical  Plant, in  accord¬ 
ance  with  Plans  and  Specifications  prepared  by  him. 
Tenders  for  the  work  were  invited  from  3  firms,  and  that 
of  Messrs.  W.  A.  Peters  <fc  Sons  was  accepted. 

All  the  above  works  are  still  in  progress. 

For  the  Cooking  Apparatus  of  the  Annexe  the  Com¬ 
mittee  obtained  2  tenders,  and  they  have  accepted  that 
of  Messrs.  Moorwood  Sons  &  Co.  Ltd.,  of  Harleston  Iron 
Works, '  Sheffield,  amounting  to  £388.  This  firm  have 
previously  been  employed  by  the  Committee.  I11  order 
to  supply  gas  to  the  Cooking  Apparatus,  the  Committee 
have  purchased  from  Messrs.  W.  A.  Peters  &  Sons  for 
£18,  their  2  inch  gas  main  laid  from  Victoria  Road  to  the 
Annexe,  and  have  also  accepted  their  tender  for  providing 
and  fixing  the  gas  service  pipes  inside  the  Annexe  amounting 
to  £72  10s.  Od. 

The  Committee  have  also  entered  into  a  Contract 
with  Messrs.  Isaac  Massey  &  Sons,  to  provide  outside  Fire 
Hydrants  round  and  about  the  Annexe.  They  obtained 
2  tenders  for  the  work,  and  have  accepted  that  of  Messrs. 
I.  Massey  &  Sons  amounting  to  £172. 
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On  tlic  10th  November  last,  the  Committee  obtained 
from  the  Council  a  Grant  of  £7000,  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  the  Furniture  (including  Bedding  and  Utensils) 
and  Clothing  required  in  connection  with  the  new  Annexe, 
and  these  are  now  being  provided  under  the  direction  of  a 
Sub-Committee  who  are  purchasing  the  same  in  conjunction 
with  Dr.  Sheldon. 

When  the  Estimate  was  submitted  to  the  Council  for 
the  Extensions  at  this  Asylum  on  which  a  Grant  of  £75,000 
was  made  by  the  Council  on  the  8th  November,  1900? 
nothing  was  included  therein  for  (1)  the  planting  and  laying 
out  of  the  Exercising  Grounds  for  the  patients  round  the 
Annexe,  or  (2)  the  painting,  papering  and  decorating  of 
the  interior  Walls  of  the  Annexe,  which  is  not  included 
in  the  Specification  for  the  Building.  AVith  regard  to 
No.  (1)  it  is  necessary  to  at  once  proceed  with  this,  and  the 
work  will  probably  go  on  for  several  jears.  With  regard 
to  No.  (2)  the  Building  will  be  ready  for  this  painting  &c., 
in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  12  months.  In  order  to  have 
a  Fund  out  of  which  the  cost  of  the  above  can  be  met, 
the  Committee  propose  to  ask  the  Council  at  their  next 
Meeting  for  a  Grant  of  £  for  the  above  purposes. 

The  County  Architect  has  already  prepared  a  Plan  shewing 
how  he  proposes  to  lay  out  the  Grounds,  of  which  the 
Committee  have  approved. 

The  Committee  have  recently  been  forced  to  consider 
the  capacity  of  the  existing  Boilers  to  serve  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Asylum  at  the  present  time  and  in  the  immedi¬ 
ate  future.  These  Boilers  are  situate  partly  at  the  Laundry 
on  the  Northwest  side  of  the  Asylum,  and  partly  at  the 
Pumping  Station  on  the  Northeast  side,  there  being  at  the 
Laundry  3  small  iron  Boilers  each  33  years  old,  and  at  the 
Pumping  Station  the  following  Boilers,  namely,  one  iron 
Boiler  27  years  old  workable  up  to  60  lbs.,  one  steel  boiler 
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18  years  old  workable  up  to  70  lbs.,  and  one  steel  boiler 
10  years  old  workable  up  to  85  lbs.,  in  addition  to  the  steel 
one  workable  up  to  120  lbs.,  recently  supplied  for  the 
Heating  and  Ventilating  of  the  Annexe.  It  appeared  to 
the  Committee,  from  a  Report  by  the  County  Architect, 
doubtful  whether  the  3  iron  Boilers  at  the  Laundry  would 
prove  sufficient  for  the  increased  work  there,  after  the 
Annexe  had  been  opened,  owing  to  their  small  size  and  bad 
condition,  and  the  County  Architect  reported  that,  in  any 
case,  they  would  have  to  be  renewed  in  a  very  short  time. 
The  Committee  have  therefore  decided  on  the  advice  of 
the  County  Architect,  to  do  away  with  the  3  old  iron 
Boilers  at  the  Laundry,  and  to  replace  them  with  the 
2  Boilers  workable  up  to  60  and  70  lbs.  respectively  now 
at  the  Pumping  Station.  This  will  necessitate  the  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  the  Laundry  Boiler  House,  and  also  the  purchase 
of  a  new  steel  Boiler  for  the  Pumping  Station,  similar  to 
that  recently  supplied  for  the  Heating  and  Ventilating  of 
the  Annexe.  There  will  then  be  one  iron  Boiler  and  one 
steel  Boiler  at  the  Laundry,  and  3  steel  Boilers  at  the 
Pumping  Station.  The  cost  of  the  above  is  estimated 
at  about  £1,820  ;  probably  a  portion  thereof  might  be  held 
to  come  under  the  head  of  “Repairs,”  but,  in  order  to  avoid* 
any  question,  the  Committee  propose  to  apply  to  the 
Council  at  their  next  Meeting,  for  a  Grant  of  a  sum  not 
exceeding  £  to  meet  the  above  expenditure, 

and  also  such  portion  of  the  Sanitary  Improvements 
mentioned  in  the  next  paragraph  as  come  under  the 
head  of  Additions.” 

In  consequence  of  a  representation  from  Dr.  Sheldon 
that  the  W.C.  Block  in  No.  5  Ward  on  the  Male  side  was 
not  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  the  Committee  instructed 
the  County  Architect  to  report  thereon.  Re  recommended 
certain  alterations  to  the  existing  W.C.  Block,  but  he  also 
reported  that  the  present  accommodation  was  not  sufficient 
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for  the  number  of  patients  in  the  Ward,  and  he  therefore 
further  recommended  the  erection  of  an  additional  Block 
of  W.Cs.  The  Committee  have  adopted  the  County 
Architect’s  recommendations,  and  the  Plan  shewing  the 
proposed  improvements  has  been  approved  by  the  Secretary 
of  State.  Tenders  have  been  advertised  for  and  tenders 
have  been  received,  that  of  Messrs. 

amounting  to  £  being  accepted.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  will  treat  part  of  this  expenditure  under  the  head  of 
“  Repairs  ”  and  part  as  “  Additions.” 

The  following  other  repairs  and  improvements  have 
been  done  and  carried  out  during  the  year  namely  : — 

(1)  Certain  structural  alterations  in  the  Clerk’s 
Office  and  Porter’s  Room  &c.,  by  means  of  which  (in 
addition  to  other  improvements)  the  Medical  Officers’ 
Rooms  are  now  upstairs,  on  the  same  floor  as  the 
Committee  Room,  instead  of  being  downstairs 
as  previously.  This  work  has  been  done  by  the 
Asylum  Staff. 

(2)  The  Front  Hall  and  Main  Staircase  have  been 
painted,  the  Asylum  providing  the  Materials.  Two 
tenders  for  the  work  were  obtained,  and  that  of 
Messrs.  S.  &  W.  Whittaker,  Painters,  Macclesfield, 
was  accepted.  The  cost  has  been  £17  5s.  Od. 

(3)  The  interior  of  the  new  Male  Epileptic  Ward  has 
been  painted  and  papered,  the  Asylum  providing  the 
materials.  Two  tenders  were  obtained,  and  that  of 
Messrs.  S.  &  W.  Whittaker,  of  Macclesfield, was  accepted. 
The  cost  has  been  £60  17s.  6d. 

(4)  The  Lantern  Roof  of  the  Dining  Hall  has  been 
repaired  and  painted  at  a  total  cost  of  £119  12s.  Id. 
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The  weekly  charge  to  the  Cheshire  Unions  still  remains 
at  9/4,  at  which  sum  it  was  fixed  on  the  22nd  April,  1903. 


Charge  to 

Cheshire 

Unions. 


The  profits  from  Private  Patients  calculated  on  the  Profits  from 
principle  explained  in  the  Committee’s  Report  of  the  21st  patients 
April  1893,  were,  for  the  year  ending  31st  March  1904. 

£590  19s.  lid.  and  this  sum  has  been  disposed  of  as  follows, 
viz.  : — £150  has  been  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  County 
Council  and  the  balance  viz  : — £440  19s.  lid.  has  been 
added  to  the  Fund  already  established  for  the  special 
benefit  of  Private  Patients. 


In  addition  to  the  above  £150,  the  Committee  have  Profits  from 


the  County  Council  the  sum  of  £35  16s.  2d.  in  respect  of 
profits  from  Out-County  Pauper  Patients,  for  the  year 
ending  31st  March  1904. 


No  changes  amongst  the  Officers  have  occurred  during  increases 
the  past  year,  but  the  Committee  have  made  the  following  of  Salanes 
increases  in  Salaries  viz.  : — that  of  Dr.  McConaghey, 

Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer  from  £200  to  £225,  that  of 
Mr.  King,  Head  Attendant  from  £100  to  £105,  and  that  of 
Miss  Mottershead,  Assistant  Head  Nurse,  from  £33  to  £38. 

The  Committee  have,  after  consideration,  decided  to  Contracts 

enter  into  half  yearly  Contracts  for  Provisions  etc.,  instead  J°r 

J  J  Provisions 

of  quarterly  ones  as  heretofore.  The  Contracts  will  be  &c. 
entered  into  in  March  and  September. 


On  30th  May  1904,  a  pauper  patient  in  this  Asylum 
named  Sarah  Ann  Chadwick,  escaped  through  a  window 
from  the  Ward,  and  committed  suicide  by  drowning  her¬ 
self  in  the  small  ornamental  pond  on  the  South  Side  of 
the  main  building.  This  was  one  of  those  unfortunate 
accidents  that  happen  occasionally  in  Asylums,  but  happily 
rarely  at  Parkside.  A  Coroner’s  inquest  was  held,  when  a 
verdict  of  “  Suicide  whilst  insane”  was  returned,  but  the 
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jury  did  not  censure  anyone  connected  with  the  Asylum.  The 
matter  was  also  brought  before  the  House  Committee,  and 
having  regard  to  the  stringent  provisions  for  the  protection 
of  suicidal  patients  contained  in  the  Rules  relating  to  Nurses 
they  felt  bound  to  reprimand  2  of  the  Nurses  for  neglect 
of  Duty,  although  the  circumstances  did  not  justify  any 
further  steps.  The  pond  in  question  has  now  been  reduced 
to  a  uniform  depth  of  not  more  than  2  feet  with  a  concrete 
foundation,  and  certain  alterations  have  been  made 
in  the  windows  with  the  object  of  preventing  escapes  in 
future. 

The  Committee  annex  the  Reports  of  the  Medical 
Superintendent  and  of  the  Chaplain,  and  the  Financial 
Statement  for  the  year  ending  31st  March  last. 

Deputations  from  the  Macclesfield,  Hayfield,  Ashton- 
under-Lyne,  Stockport  and  Bucklow  Unions,  have  visited 
the  Asylum  during  the  past  year. 

The  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  have  paid  2  visits  to 
the  Asylum  during  the  past  12  months  namely,  one  on  the 
10th  November  last  and  the  other  on  the  8th  February  last. 
The  Committee  annex  copies  of  these  Reports.  They 
will  be  found  to  be  most  satisfactory,  and  the  Committee 
desire  especially  to  call  attention  to  the  remarks  of  the 
Commissioners,  contained  in  both  their  Reports,  with  regard 
to  the  excellent  character  of  the  Sick-Nursing  at  the 
Asylum  on  both  the  male  and  female  sides,  and  also  with 
regard  to  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  the  Medical 
Case  Books  are  kept  by  the  2  Assistant  Medical  Officers. 

The  praise  of  an  independent  Body  like  the  Commission¬ 
ers  in  Lunacy  will  probably  carry  more  weight  with  the 
Public  than  the  commendation  of  the  Visiting  Committee, 
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especially  as  the  former  have  the  advantage 
this  Asylum  with  other  Asylums  visited  by 
Committee  have  much  pleasure  in  saying 
opinion,  the  praises  of  the  Commissioners  are 

Dated  this  day  of 
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